“Discover Bute” Landscape Partnership Scheme
Strategic Aims
Project Vision

“To enable residents, visitors and new audiences to DISCOVER BUTE through:

· Adventure, intellectual enquiry and education;

· Direct involvement in the conservation and enhancement of the natural and built heritage;

· Ensuring the distinctive features of the landscape of Bute are managed for future generations;

· Improving access with emphasis on walkers, cyclists and those with limited mobility.”

The Strategic Aims seek to deliver the vision through:

· Island-wide landscape conservation measures targeting Bute’s distinctive features in a focused manner;

· Improvements to access corridors to facilitate and encourage access by all user groups to Bute’s landscape and it’s heritage features;

· Conservation and better management of key built heritage and natural heritage sites, with emphasis on those on or adjacent to the public access network;

· Improvements to audience development and interpretation of Bute’s heritage by a range of media (digital and literature) and in a site-sensitive manner to promote Bute’s heritage, cultural significance and landscape quality to a broad audience;
· Audience development within Bute and within the 2 million catchment population of Strathclyde through educational programmes involving outreach to allow the island to serve as a study laboratory;

· Promotion of Bute as a ‘green-tourism’ destination ideally suited to non-motorised access, quiet relaxation, and appreciation of the island’s diverse scenery and heritage. This will capitalise on Bute’s accessibility by public transport and proximity to Glasgow;

· Economic benefits from increased visitor numbers, which will allow reinvestment in the environment of Bute and in the fabric of Rothesay, its principal town and Outstanding Conservation Area;

· Support to existing cultural programmes, events and the activities actively involved in Bute’s environment and cultural history, e.g. Buteshire Natural History Society, Bute Agricultural Society and Sons and Daughters of Bute genealogy research programme;

· Heritage skills training for professionals, tradesmen, volunteers and job seekers to fill gaps or supplement heritage skills available on the island – specifically those needed to conserve Bute’s landscape features and historic buildings/ structures and archaeology.
